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Tooley Water District  Board Meeting Agenda 

Version 1.1 (updated 11/11/23) 
 

Meeting Date: Wednesday, November 15, 2023 7:00pm  
     
Location: Online via Microsoft Teams. 
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-
join/19%3ameeting_NzI0OWVkNjUtOWZmNi00MjQwLTg0OTEtNTRlZjVkMTIyZjI2%40thread.v2/0?con
text=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%2263870596-78a8-4ee2-93b9-
de492e15c25f%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%227710e67a-7223-411a-975f-b495630b89e5%22%7d 

 

Type of meeting 
Board Meeting 

Chairperson 
Carol Mauser 

Minute keeper 
Debby Jones 

 

Topics 

Item 1 - Approval of Agenda ............................................................................................ 2 
Item 2 – Approval of Minutes........................................................................................... 2 
Item 3 - Financial Reports – Mr. Amery ........................................................................... 5 

Copy of current account totals from Washington Federal Website .......................... 5 
Recent Savings Transactions ................................................................................. 5 
Recent Checking Transactions ............................................................................... 6 
Profit and Loss Budget vs. Actual ........................................................................... 7 
Balance Sheet – Previous year comparison ........................................................... 8 
Maintenance and Repairs – Details ........................................................................ 9 
Checks that have not cleared ............................................................................... 10 

Item 4 – Discussion – Water Report ............................................................................... 11 
Item 5 – Discussion/Action – General System Updates – Mr. Russ and Mr. Amery ........ 11 
Item 6 – Discussion – Emergency Preparedness ........................................................... 11 
Item 7 – Discussion – Delinquent Accounts ................................................................... 11 
Item 8 – Discussion – Nitrate Resolution Plan .............................................................. 12 

Water Rights ........................................................................................................ 12 
Grant / Finance Options ....................................................................................... 13 

Item 9 – Discussion  –  Tooley Policies ......................................................................... 21 
Item 10 -  Discussion – Tooley Road Association .......................................................... 22 
Item 11 – New Business ............................................................................................... 22 
Item 12 – Discussion – Next Meeting ............................................................................ 22 
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Item 1 - Approval of Agenda 

Item 2 – Approval of Minutes 

 

 
Tooley Water District 
October 18, 2023, Board Meeting 
Meeting held virtually 
 

Present: Carol Mauser, John Amery, Debby Jones, Amanda Valentine, and Larry Russ 
 

Carol opened the meeting at 7:02 pm 
 

Carol asked for approval of the October agenda. John made the motion to approve the October 
agenda as presented. Larry seconded. All approved. Motion carried. 
 
Carol asked for approval of the September minutes. John made a motion to approve the September 
minutes.  Amanda seconded. All approved. Motion carried. 
 
 

Financial Report 
 

Checking:              $11,943.60 
Money Market:  $50,302.71  
 
John updated board members on the financials including checking transactions.  

• John mentioned potential options for dealing with funds in the savings account. 

• John submitted the in lieu of audit form 

• Revenues have been higher than originally forecasted 
 

Water Report 
August Water Loss: 23.90%  

• Board briefly discussed water loss issues. 
 

System Updates 

• Automatic Chlorination Analyzer Install 
o Winter preparedness: Larry will have this issued taken care of before he leaves 

• Shersten Finley update:  
o No update 

• Under Certified operator protocol: Larry updated the board and stated he will complete the 
form. 

• ODHS potential assistance with drinking water for residents: Larry reached out and received 
a call back who asked a number of questions regarding the makeup of our district. First 
indication is that this should be possible. The question was asked how long before the nitrate 
problem is resolved. The estimate is potentially 2 years. 

• Larry shared that the Carothers residence has experienced a leak for some time. A plumber 
has been called in to address the issue. The leak has caused issues that will need to be 
addressed under the house. Larry shared an option of being able to shut the valve off and on 
for showers etc. 

• Tooley Alarm: radios stopped communicating to wells: John updated the board on the 
pressure situation. John was able to address the issue with the sensa phone app. 

• Shutting off lower well: Hiland contacted Larry asked if he would turn off the lower well. When 
Larry got down there the lower well had been shut down. 
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Emergency Preparedness 

• No updates 
 
Delinquent Accounts 

• The majority of accounts were up to date.  
 
Nitrate Resolution Plan: 
Four options for consideration: 

• Add the new basalt well as an authorized point of appropriation to Certificate 38186 

• Use water from the new basalt well under “exempt use” provisions 

• Submit a new groundwater permit application for the use of water from Well 1 

• Obtain a portion of another basalt aquifer water right and transfer it to Tooley Water District 
Owen was able to initiate a Ground Water Rights Transfer from Tooley’s existing well to the new 
proposed well sites. Additionally, Owen was able to submit an application for a permit for 
Groundwater use for Group Domestic wells for irrigation of up to ½ acre of lawn and garden. Both of 
these activities along with all the application fees were paid for by Sacramento State via a grant from 
EPA. Funding from that grant expired on 9/30/23.  
 
RCAC is now working with the district since the Sacramento State grant has expired. John shared 
discussions that occurred with RCAC. John shared challenges that will need to be overcome 
regarding construction/zoning within the National Scenic Area pertaining to the reservoir building. 
There also may be objections from the adjacent property owner. Nate Stice with the state has offered 
the assistance of former Wasco County Planning Director, Angie Brewer, to help understand the 
zoning complications. 
 
Grant / Finance Options 

• Emergency Community Water Assistance Grants 

• Safe Drinking Water Revolving Loan Fund 

• Water/Wastewater Financing Program 

• Domestic Well grant OHA  
John made a motion to authorize Chairperson Mauser to pursue the OHA Domestic Well grant at her 
discretion. Larry seconded. All approved. Motion carried. Larry and Carol will work together to pursue 
the best option between the OHA Domestic Well grant and ODHA option. 
 
One of the challenges regarding funding is that most grants require a fully engineered study and the 
district needs to find funding for the study 
 
Tooley Policies 

• No updates 
 
Tooley Road Association 

• Larry reached out to both Hiland and John Crompton regarding the Tooley Road Association. 
Larry had previously emailed board members a copy of the Road Association state 
paperwork. The road was first developed in 2001-2002. John Crompton took over the 
association after others individuals dropped off. John has set up an account at U.S. Bank. 
When John took on the association he asked individuals to voluntarily make annual payments 
for road upkeep. John eventually reached out to the Wasco County Road Master who 
suggested contacting Hiland to see if they would be willing to bill on behalf of the road 
association which Hiland agreed to. John shared concerns that there is nothing in writing that 
states that individuals must pay the monthly fee. The suggestion was made to discuss further 
with Hiland to see if there was a way to separate the billing. Debby offered to discuss the 
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issue further with Hiland and come back to the board with information in November. 
 

New Business 

• No new business 
 

Next Meeting: Wednesday, November 15, 2023 
For virtual access – contact johnamery@tooleywater.org or 541-340-0032. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:55 pm 
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Item 3 - Financial Reports – Mr. Amery 

 

Copy of current account totals from Washington Federal Website 

Screenshot from Washington Federal website on 11/11/23 

 

 

Recent Savings Transactions 

No new savings transactions since the last board meeting. 
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 Recent Checking Transactions 
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Profit and Loss Budget vs. Actual 
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Balance Sheet – Previous year comparison 
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Maintenance and Repairs – Details 

 

As of the time this agenda was developed, Tooley Water district had not received an updated report 
from our contractor regarding October’s transactions. 
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Checks that have not cleared 
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Item 4 – Discussion – Water Report 

 

July 2023 
Gallons pumped: 493,990 
Gallons sold: 422,830 
Gallons lost: 71,160 Water 
Loss: 14.41% 

August 2023 
Gallons pumped: 729,382 
Gallons sold: 586,210 
Gallons lost: 143,172 
Water Loss: 19.63% 

September 2023 
Gallons pumped: 432,782 
Gallons sold: 329,333 
Gallons lost: 103,449 
Water Loss: 23.90% 

October 2023 
Waiting for report from 
contractor 

 

Item 5 – Discussion/Action – General System Updates – Mr. Russ 
and Mr. Amery 

• Larry Russ - Automatic Chlorination System. Winter preparedness. 

• Larry Russ – updates regarding meetings with Shersten Finley 

• Larry Russ – ODHS potential assistance with drinking water for residents. 

 

Item 6 – Discussion – Emergency Preparedness  

Item 7 – Discussion – Delinquent Accounts 
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Item 8 – Discussion – Nitrate Resolution Plan 

 

Water Rights 

Four Options for consideration as recommended by Owen McMutrey of GSI. 

1. Add the new basalt well as an authorized point of appropriation to Certificate 38186. 

2. Use water from the new basalt well under “exempt use” provisions. 

3. Submit a new groundwater permit application for the use of water from Well 1. 

4. Obtain a portion of another basalt aquifer water right and transfer it to Tooley Water District. 

 

Owen was able to initiate a Ground Water Rights Transfer from Tooley’s existing well to the new 
proposed well sites.  Additionally, Own was able to submit an application for a permit for Groundwater 
use for Group Domestic wells for irrigation of up to ½ acre of lawn and garden.  Both of these activities 
along with all the application fees were paid for by Sacramento State via a grant from EPA.  Funding 
from that grant expired on 9/30/23. 
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Grant / Finance Options 

OHA Domestic Wells Grant - 
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/publish?EQBCT=b676066b34814c9093c709693deb0d4f 

 

https://app.smartsheet.com/b/publish?EQBCT=b676066b34814c9093c709693deb0d4f
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USDA Emergency Community Water Assistance Grants 

 

Business Oregon Safe Drinking Water Revolving Loan Fund 
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Business Oregon WW Financing Program 
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One Stop Scenarios 
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Item 9 – Discussion  –  Tooley Policies 

SDAO has updated their Administrative Handbook.  Tooley may be able to develop some policies from 
this handbook. 

https://www.sdao.com/sdao-administrative-handbook 

 

Another good resource is Chapter 860 of the PUC: 

https://www.sdao.com/sdao-administrative-handbook
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https://secure.sos.state.or.us/oard/displayDivisionRules.action?selectedDivision=4050 

 

Item 10 -  Discussion – Tooley Road Association 

Discussion regarding whether it is appropriate for Tooley Water District to be collecting fees for Tooley 
Road Association. 

 

Item 11 – New Business   

 

- Tooley Water District made the top 10 list for Wasco County’s Economic Development 
Committee.  We can list this as an identifier for need when we apply for grants. 

 

Item 12 – Discussion – Next Meeting 

 

 

Next board meeting will take place the third Wednesday on December 20, 2023 at 7:00pm. 

 

 

For virtual access  – contact johnamery@tooleywater.org or 541-340-0032. 

Meeting Adjourned 

mailto:johnamery@tooleywater.org

